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Miss America’s Outstanding Teen - MAOTeen Local Teen Judging Eligibility Rules

These are the rules to which all Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local Pageants must adhere.  States may make rules that are more restrictive, but are not allowed to make the rules “less” restrictive
Composition of a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local Pageant Judges Panel:

· A minimum of “5” and a maximum of “7” Judges
· At least 1 of the judges must be a Novice Judge (“Novice” = Never judged a Local or State pageant within the Miss America or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Programs)

Expectations of a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local Pageant Judge:

· Preserve and promote the goals and spirit of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program
· Serve the best interests of every contestant
· Remember the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program depends on their effectiveness as a judge
· Apply judging criteria objectively
· Enable every contestant to receive a fair, unbiased, and objective opportunity while competing
· Prepare in advance for Interview Competition
· Disclose potential Conflicts of Interest
· Maintain confidentiality of contestants’ information and scores
· Disallow anyone to influence their scoring
· Report to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization anyone who attempts to influence their judging per the Judge’s Affidavit that each of them sign
· Judge must be:

· Decisive

· Impartial

· Consistent

· Appreciative of the Arts

· Appreciative of Community Service Endeavors

Limitations on the number of pageants each person can judge a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local Pageant during each “Pageant Year”:

· 4 Local “Teen” Pageants Nationwide
‘Double’ or ‘Dual’ Local Pageants count as 2 Pageants in the same Pageant Year.  ‘Holdover’ Local Pageants count for the next competition Pageant Year
Who May Not Judge a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local Pageant?
· New for 2013 Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local and State Pageants: A current Miss America System State or Local titleholder may not judge a State or Local Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant.

· Anyone who provides any type of training, regardless of whether or not the potential judge is compensated or uncompensated for the training!!!
· Anyone under the age of 21 years

· Anyone who might “financially benefit” from working with contestants in any capacity within the Miss America or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Programs
Examples, but not limited to:
· Pageant Coach
· Interview Coach
· Wardrobe Coach
· Image Consultant
· Contestant Hairdresser or Make-Up Artist
· Pageant Wardrobe Retailer
· Contestant Fitness Trainer
· Sponsors and Donors, including their employees or family members - may not judge a pageant they support
· Business or social connections to a contestant or her family - may not judge that contestant
· Relatives of a current titleholder or still-eligible Local or State Miss America’s Outstanding Teen or Miss America System contestant
· Former Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Titleholders: 

· May not judge until a minimum of 3 years after she aged out, married, or won a state title
· Can never judge any of her previous competitors
· Can never judge any former “Teen” titleholders who held the teen title at the same time as the Former Contestant held the “Miss” title

· Former Miss America System Local or State Titleholders: 

· Can never judge any of her previous competitors
· Can never judge any former “Teen” titleholders who held the teen title at the same time as the Former Contestant held the “Miss” title

· Potential Contestants: 

· If a woman is within the age and marital limits or otherwise eligible to compete in the Miss America System, then she cannot judge

· Relatives of Local Board Members cannot judge that local pageant
· Miss “A” Local Pageant Board Members may not judge the Miss “Z” Local Pageant in 2 consecutive years 

· Two “affiliated” judges cannot serve together on  a judges’ panel
Examples:
· Couples
· Roommates
· Co-Workers
· Etc.
· Nobody may judge the same pageant in two consecutive years

Remember: Enforcement of these rules depends on YOU and your judges’ honesty…please do not create an embarrassing or controversial situation for you, the judge, your state, or especially the contestants! 
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